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Domaine du Clos de Tart Mar/Apr 04

By Stephen Tanzer

This estate harvested very late in 2002, between September 23 and 26 under what
winemaker Sylvain Pitiot described as ?cool to cold but dry weather.? The fruit was
very healthy, with thick skins, and the estate-wide production was just over 28
hectoliters per hectare thanks to a good percentage of millerande grapes and
extensive green harvesting at the end of July. Pitiot believes that the final blend will
be deeper than either 1997 or 2000, but at the same time finer and more
vibrant.(Boisset America, North Miami FL

2002 Mommessin Clos de Tart 93-96

($160) From the young vines, which may not be included in the final blend: Bright,
deep ruby-red. Lively aromas of black raspberry and bitter chocolate. Juicy and
intensely flavored but slightly lean, with notes of licorice and torrefaction. Penetrating
and long for young vines. There are just three or four barrels of this. From the bottom
of the hill: Deep ruby-red. Blackberry, black raspberry and coffee on the nose, with a
distinct whiff of fruit syrup. Fat, dense and spicy, with superb brightness and inner-
mouth lift. An impressively primary sample. From the middle of the hillside, still on its
original lees: Deep ruby-red. Slightly reduced aromas of brooding black fruits.
Wonderfully sweet and dense, if less expressive in the middle palate than the last
sample. Finishes with extremely persistent black fruit flavor, though a hint of
reduction gives the finish a faint dry edge today. From the top of the slope: Bright
ruby-red. An essence of crushed red and black berries on the nose, with complicating
floral and mineral nuances. Very suave, fine-grained sample with an extraordinary,
slow-mounting finish of great persistence. An approximate blend of the final wine:
Bright ruby-red. Vibrant, complex aromas of dark berries, licorice, violet and bitter
chocolate, with a hint of game. Dense and sweet, with great vivacity and urgency of
fruit. Wonderfully full in the middle palate but with no impression of excess weight.
Very classy and fine-grained. Expands and builds on the very long finish, which
features thoroughly suave tannins. Today the wine’s solid structure is hidden by its
compelling sweetness of fruit. Should be great.

2001 Mommessin Clos de Tart & 93(+?)

($130) Bright ruby-red. Tangy, fresh, very complex nose combines blackberry,
blueberry, redcurrant, tobacco, violet, espresso and minerals. Tightly wound and
rather unforthcoming today (this was bottled last April), but shows superb freshness
and clarity. Hints of berries and minerals. Finishes very firm and tight but not hard,
with excellent length. I wouldn’t go near this wine for six or seven years.




