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The 2011 Pinot Days in San Francisco

Pictures: Christian G.E.Schiller with Adam Lee of Siduri Wines in San

Francisco

The San Francisco Pinot Days was a series of events in the San
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Francisco Bay area, where Pinot Noir producers from California, but

also from other US wine regions presented their latest releases. At the

center of the events was the Grand Tasting at Fort Mason Center on

Saturday, June 18th, 2011 in San Francisco, in which I had the

pleasure to participate.

Pinot Noir

In the US, Pinot Noir shows best in Oregon and California, thanks in

part to pioneers like the Germans Walter Schug and Robert Stemmler.

The reputation that gets Pinot Noir so much attention, however, is

owed to the wines of the Bourgogne in France, where it has probably

been cultivated since at least the 4th century. Regardless of where it’s

grown, Pinot Noir is not typically a value wine. That is so because

Pinot Noir is such a delicate grape that it is difficult and expensive to

grow and make into the spectacular wine it can be. It is sensitive to

climate and soil, Pinot Noir needs warmth (but not intense heat) to

thrive and does well in chalky soils. As the German name

(Spaetburgunder) implies, it ripens late (spät).

Pinot Noir in the World

Pinot Noir is grown around the world, mostly in the cooler regions. Its

home is the Bourgogne in France, in particular the Côte-d'Or, which

has produced some of the world's most celebrated Pinot Noirs for

centuries, typically in the elegant, lean style: light to medium body,

with a cherry and raspberry aroma coupled with smoke and wet leaves

notes on the nose. By contrast, an emerging style from New World

wine countries highlights a more powerful and fruit forward approach,

tending toward Syrah in depth and alcoholic content. In addition to

the Bourgogne, Pinot Noir is one of the 3 grapes Champagne is

typically made of (along with Chardonnay and Pinot Meunier).

Not very well known, but Germany is the second largest Pinot Noir

producer in the world (although very little of it is exported). In

Germany Pinot Noir is called Spätburgunder (Late Burgundian) and is

now the most widely planted red grape. Germany is experiencing a red

wine revolution, with red varietals today account to about 1/3 of

German wine production. Frühburgunder, an early-ripening form of

Pinot Noir can also be found in Germany.

Create Your Badge

S E A R C H  T H I S  B L O G

powered by

R E C E N T  C O M M E N T S

Wink Lorch wrote...
Excellent post, Christian. As I visited
both the Bock Bistrot in Budapest and
their restaurant in Villany just before you,
I do agree that both serve very good
food, and the Bock range of wines is...
Continue >>

YARRA VALLEY PINOT NOIR
2009 wrote...
Music, wine and great friends will always
be a great way to enjoy weekends.
Thanks for posting this one. Interesting
wines by the way. Cheers!

Derek wrote...
Great post Christian.I love your blog
information thanks for sharing.Moshen
Zargar

Gilles Nicault wrote...
Dear Christian,This is fantastic, great
article! Thank you for talking the time to
come all the way to Washington State
and visit us in Walla Walla. I look
forward meeting with you again in the...
Continue >>

grandwine wrote...

http://www.facebook.com/cgeschiller
http://www.facebook.com/facebook-widgets/
http://twittercounter.com/Schillerwein?utm_source=referring%2Bsites&utm_medium=organic%2Blinks&utm_campaign=twittercounter%2Bavatar%2Bbutton
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/2011/07/dining-and-wining-at-josef-bock-winery.html?showComment=1311590739925#comment-c3420979962809128048
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/2011/07/dining-and-wining-at-josef-bock-winery.html?showComment=1311590739925#comment-c3420979962809128048
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/2011/07/tesch-riesling-unplugged-2010-and-duo.html?showComment=1311314954652#comment-c376660160741198834
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/2011/07/tesch-riesling-unplugged-2010-and-duo.html?showComment=1311314954652#comment-c376660160741198834
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/2010/05/impressions-from-riesling-co-world-tour.html?showComment=1311240880872#comment-c510910156610489926
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/2011/07/visiting-long-shadows-vintners-in-walla.html?showComment=1311180234595#comment-c4887490432423972076
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/2011/07/visiting-long-shadows-vintners-in-walla.html?showComment=1311180234595#comment-c4887490432423972076
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/2011/07/germanys-deutsche-bahn-german-national.html?showComment=1311153507958#comment-c1287132329599859096


schiller-wine: The 2011 Pinot Days in San Francisco

http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/2011/07/2011-pinot-days-in-san-francisco.html[7/25/2011 7:51:43 AM]

T W I T T E R  U P D A T E S

Dining and Wining at the Josef
Bock Winery Restaurant in Villany
#Hungary http://t.co/DYG3KMf
#weinrallye @budapestmoments
@winelogs about 4 hours ago

Tesch Riesling Unplugged 2010
and Duo Favo FAVOriten
http://t.co/DjDDuUN
@germanwineusa
@deutscheweine about 4 hours ago

Visiting Long Shadows in Walla
Walla - Where Arim Diel’s Poet’s
Leap Riesling is Made
http://t.co/S3Ehxji @alawine
@blindtaster about 4 hours ago

Follow me on Twitter

L A B E L S

Alsace (12) 

Austria (32) Baden (12) 

Bordeaux (9) 

Burgenland (9) 

California (28) 
Champagne (7)

Erstes Gewaechs (7) 

France
(38) Frankfurt am Main

(13) 

German winemakers in the

World (16) Germany (152)
global wine market (7) 

Green wine

Ahr (1) Alexander Valley (1) apple

wine (2) Argentina (4) Asia (3) Australia

(3) Berlin

(4) biodynamic wine (6) Blaufraenkisch

(6) Bourgogne (5)

Cabernet Sauvingon (3)

Canada (6)

Carnuntum (1) Chablis (1) 

Chardonnay (5) Chile (1) China (4)

Climate change (3) Croatia (1) Czech

Republic (5) Douro (1) Eiswein (3)

Emerging wine country (5) England (2)

Erste Lage (1) field

blend (3) Finger Lakes (6) 

Franken (2) 

German American Wine (4)

German Wine Basics (4) German Wine

Society (6) 

global wine

trends (4) global wine world (1)

Grauburgunder (2) Greece (1) 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-AS4b9p_Y22Q/TgsqgiymrcI/AAAAAAAAF58/t3hvZEvnvxE/s1600/036.JPG
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-2Y0qAMwFNlE/Tgsp_jCtjjI/AAAAAAAAF5s/gfU4fPS9d3I/s1600/031.JPG
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-tlGe08eFU0c/Tgspvt8pMxI/AAAAAAAAF5k/EFY4RPS0fNs/s1600/026.JPG
http://t.co/DYG3KMf
http://twitter.com/budapestmoments
http://twitter.com/winelogs
http://twitter.com/Schillerwein/statuses/95442713280913409
http://t.co/DjDDuUN
http://twitter.com/germanwineusa
http://twitter.com/deutscheweine
http://twitter.com/Schillerwein/statuses/95440439250927616
http://t.co/S3Ehxji
http://twitter.com/alawine
http://twitter.com/blindtaster
http://twitter.com/Schillerwein/statuses/95437618346598400
http://twitter.com/Schillerwein
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Alsace
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Austria
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Baden
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Bordeaux
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Burgenland
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/California
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Champagne
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Erstes%20Gewaechs
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/France
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Frankfurt%20am%20Main
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/German%20winemakers%20in%20the%20World
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/German%20winemakers%20in%20the%20World
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Germany
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/global%20wine%20market
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Green%20wine
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Ahr
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Alexander%20Valley
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/apple%20wine
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/apple%20wine
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Argentina
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Asia
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Australia
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Berlin
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/biodynamic%20wine
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Blaufraenkisch
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Bourgogne
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Cabernet%20Sauvingon
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Canada
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Carnuntum
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Chablis
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Chardonnay
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Chile
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/China
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Climate%20change
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Croatia
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Czech%20Republic
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Czech%20Republic
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Douro
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Eiswein
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Emerging%20wine%20country
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/England
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Erste%20Lage
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/field%20blend
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/field%20blend
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Finger%20Lakes
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Franken
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/German%20American%20Wine
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/German%20Wine%20Basics
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/German%20Wine%20Society
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/German%20Wine%20Society
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/global%20wine%20trends
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/global%20wine%20trends
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/global%20wine%20world
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Grauburgunder
http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/search/label/Greece


schiller-wine: The 2011 Pinot Days in San Francisco

http://schiller-wine.blogspot.com/2011/07/2011-pinot-days-in-san-francisco.html[7/25/2011 7:51:43 AM]

Pictures: Pinot Noir Days in San Francisco, Grand Tasting at Fort

Mason

In Austria, some of the best Pinot Noirs come from the Burgenland.

Pinot Noir is now one of New Zealand's most sought-after varieties.

Typically, New Zealand Pinot Noir, which was poured at the tasting, is

fruit-driven, with alcohol levels markedly higher than for wines from

Bourgogne. In South Africa, Pinot Noir was crossed with the Cinsaut

grape to create a unique variety called Pinotage, which has become

South Africa’s signature grape. Devon Rocks is a typical Pinotage

producer in South Africa.

Pinot Noir in the US

The United States has increasingly become an important Pinot Noir

producer, with some of the best coming from the Russian River Valley

in California and the Willamette Valley in Oregon.

Oregon’s David Lett of Eyrie Vineyards is credited for first having

planted Pinot Noir in Oregon in 1965. Then the French came with

Domaine Drouhin bringing European sophistication to Oregon. In

1987, Drouhin purchased land in the Willamette Valley, and in 1989

built Domaine Drouhin Oregon, a state-of-the-art, gravity-fed winery.

Picture: Christian G.E.Schiller with James Melendez (James the Wine

Guy) at the Grand Tasting

Two of California’s Pinot Noir Pioneers are Germans by origin, Walter

Schug and Robert Stemmler. Walter Schug’s home is Walter Schug

Carneros Estate winery in Sonoma, California, but he was born and

grew up in Assmannshausen in the Rheingau in Germany. He also

received his formal training as winemaker in Germany. Walter Schug
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first made Pinot Noir in 1954, with his father in Assmannshausen in

the Rheingau. Walter Schug was the first winemaker at Joseph Phelps

in 1973, where he initially built a reputation for Riesling and Cabernet

Sauvignon, but also made Pinot Noir. In 1989, Walter purchased 50

acres in the Sonoma portion of the Carneros Appellation for their new

Carneros Estate. I have written about Walter Schug here.

Robert Stemmler, also a native from Germany, is another early and

passionate producer of outstanding California Pinot Noir. He arrived

in Napa Valley in 1961 after making wine for nearly a decade in

Germany. In 1976, he founded his own winery in Sonoma’s Dry Creek

Valley and in 1982, having found a cool-climate Russian River Valley

fruit source, released his first Pinot Noir to great critical acclaim.

Robert traveled tirelessly promoting his Pinot Noir at tastings

dominated by Cabernet Sauvignon and Chardonnay producers, and he

steadily developed his own following.

Pinot Noir Days in San Francisco

This year’s San Francisco Pinot Days brought together Pinot Noir

producers representing every California Pinot Noir style, appellation

and price point, as well as a number of Pinot Noirs from Oregon, New

Zealand and Burgundy. There were winemakers dinners, tastings at

wine stores and a series of seminars, where your could meet the

winemakers and taste their Pinot Noirs. The majority of the producers

Pinot Days featured fell into the “boutique” category.

Grand Tasting 

The grand tasting of Saturday, June 18 at Fort Mason in San Francisco

showcased over 200 producers of Pinot Noir. Consumers were able to

sample up to 400 Pinot Noirs from many important Pinot Noir

regions in the US, from the Russian River Valley to the Santa Lucia

Highlands, Oregon to Carneros, the Anderson Valley to the Sonoma

Coast to the Santa Rita Hills. Most of the wines were the highly

acclaimed 2008 vintage. It was fun to taste these wines and to talk

with the winemakers who created these beautiful wines. Here is a

document listing all the winemakes that poured their wines and a link

to the Tasting Broshure.

Here are my highlights.

Siduri Wines

Siduri specializes in ultra-premium Pinot Noirs. Production is about

10,000 cases. Siduri is named for the Babylonian Goddess of wine,

who, in Babylonian mythology, held the wine of eternal life. Siduri

released the first wine in 1994. Today, Siduri produces Pinot Noir
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from 20 different vineyards stretching from Santa Barbara in

California to Oregon’s Willamette Valley. Siduri is headed by the

husband and wife team Adam and Dianna Lee, who jointly make and

market the Siduri wines. I met Dianna recently on the East Coast and

was pleased to meet Adam Lee at the Pinot Days in San Francisco.

Sojourn Cellars

Based in the town of Sonoma, Sojourn Cellars is a highly acclaimed

winery specializing in the production of ultra-premium Pinot Noir and

Cabernet Sauvignon wines, sourcing fruit from vineyards in both

Sonoma and Napa Counties. Sojourn Cellars consistently produce

remarkable wines with a hands-off natural winemaking style that

showcases the character and personality of the individual vineyards.

Picture: Owner Craig Haserot and Assistant Winemaker Randy

Bennett

Olson Ogden Wines

Founded by Tim Olson and one-time Northern Virginia resident John

Ogden, Olson Ogden Wines produces a quirky but quality-minded

range of wines with a focus on Pinot Noir and Rhone grapes like Syrah

and white Marsanne. Olson and Ogden is one of those estateless

wineries that have no permanent physical presence. John Ogden

worked in the high tech corporate world for most of his life, before

becoming a winemaker. He met Tim Olson who was just finishing up a

stint as the winemaker for Tarius vineyards. Together they started

Olson and Ogden a few years ago. I was introduced to the outstanding

Olson Ogden Wines on one of John Olson’s frequent trips back home

to Virginia.
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Picture: John Ogden

Scherrer Winery

Since the small winery’s first vintage in 1991, the goal has been to

create handcrafted, full-flavored wines that express the personality of

the Sonoma County vineyards where they are grown. Fred Scherrer

first became known for Zinfandel from his father’s Alexander Valley

vineyard, and now his careful hand with Pinot Noir from the Russian

River and Sonoma County has quietly gained attention and a steady

following.

Picture: Owner/winemaker Fred Scherrer

Donum Estate
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The Donum Estate is both a place and a unique project. In fact, it’s

three places. Donum Ranch is a 200-acre property with 70 acres

devoted to vines located on gently rolling hills that rise up from San

Pablo Bay in Carneros. Less than a mile away is the venerable 20-acre

Ferguson Block. And the 11 acres of Nugent Vineyards lie to the north

in the Russian River Valley. All three vineyards provide superlative

estate grown fruit for Donum Estate’s "ultimate Pinot Noir

project."Based on a Burgundian grand cru model, this program's goal

is to produce the finest Pinot Noir and Chardonnay possible. Anne

Moller-Racke farms all 3 vineyards. She came from Germany to the

US about 30 years ago with her then husband Marcus Moller-Racke,

when Marcus’ family bought Buena Vista winery in Sonoma, one of

the oldest wineries in California.

Picture: Anne Moller-Racke and Christian G.E.Schiller

DeLoach Vineyards

DeLoach Vineyards pioneered Pinot Noir wine growing in the Russian

River Valley when Cecil DeLoach, a firefighter from San Francisco

with a passion for winemaking, first planted the grape in 1973. In

2003, DeLoach Vineyards was purchased by the Boisset Family from

Burgundy, France. A recognized authority on biodynamic, organic, and

sustainable winemaking, in 2004 the family brought these concepts to

DeLoach Vineyards. New vines were planted in 2006, and the first

vintage grown with biodynamic farming techniques was the 2010

vintage.
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Picture: Christian G.E.Schiller with DeLoach Winemaker Brian

Malony

Torii Mor Winery

Torii Mor Winery in Oregon was founded in 1993 by Donald Olson,

MD who remains the owner to this day with his wife, Margie. The

winery was initially a small project that was intended to showcase the

fruit from the vineyard. Olson Estate Vineyard was planted in 1972

and is one of the oldest vineyards in the Dundee Hills AVA. Since its

modest beginnings in 1993, with just over 1,000 cases, Torii Mor has

blossomed into a super-premium winery that focuses on small lots of

handcrafted vineyard designated Pinot Noir with an annual production

of 15,000 cases.

Picture: Jon Tomaselli, Assistant Winemaker
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 Toni Trebbiano said...

After reading this, I really wish I'd been to the Pinot Days in

San Fran.. instead I can recommend this article about German

and Austrian Pinot Noir:

http://www.captaincork.com/Meinung/Golenia-Deutscher-

gegen-Oesterreichischen-Spaetburgunder-Salwey-Adeneuer-

Erben
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