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Napa's Raymond Vineyards Is Reborn
Boisset Family builds full-bore hospitality center at formerly low-
key winery

Paul Franson

Raymond's Red Room for private members features a bar, lounge, piano and player, billiards,

velvet poker tables, Pac-Man, chess and pinball room.

St. Helena, Calif.—Two years after Jean-Charles Boisset of Boisset Family Estates bought
Raymond Vineyards, he unveiled additions and innovations at the venerable, 275,000-case
winery that Boisset hopes will transform it into one of Napa Valley’'s most popular
destinations.

Raymond held a grand opening Wednesday night to introduce the changes to the
community. Boisset’s mother Claudine, and sister Nathalie, joined the crowd: Nathalie
Boisset handles public relations in France.

Boisset has installed an elaborate “Theater of Nature” to demonstrate and explain
grapegrowing including Biodynamic practices and converted much of the winery into an
elaborate visitor center with myriad educational exhibits and programs—plus a private club

for members.

He also instituted significant changes to the company’s vineyards and winemaking
practices.

Looking back

Raymond Vineyards was founded by descendents of the pioneering Beringer family in 1971;
they built the company into a solid producer of quality wines with 300 acres of diverse
Napa Valley vineyards. The winery also was noted for reasonable prices, but its
management was low-key, and the company didn’t receive the same attention as many
others in Napa Valley.

The Raymonds sold the winery to Kirin Holdings Co. in 1988 but stayed on to manage the
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business with apparently little interference from the corporate Japanese brewery.

Boisset, whose family has extensive holdings in Burgundy, acquired Raymond from Kirin.
He also bought and upgraded Sonoma County’s DeLoach Vineyards in 2004 and recently
acquired the Buena Vista brand and historic winery in Sonoma, seeking to restore it to its
historic stature. He operates a JCB Tasting Room in Healdsburg featuring all of his brands
and has added another at Raymond.

The Theater of Nature

Visitors to Raymond will first be invited to tour The Theater of Nature, a farming
demonstration showcasing the impact of compost on plants (and a compost pile),
configurations of different grape varieties, herbs and fruits that express aromas and flavors
associated with various wines and the impact of different cover crops. The exhibit is
expansive, using land that might have grown valuable Cabernet grapes.

Demonstrations attempt to explain the principles and practices of Biodynamic farming.
Chickens, friendly sheep and standoffish goats illustrate the role of animals in the farming
system, rows of plants are used to produce biodynamic teas and as is a pit containing the
controversial manure-filled cow’s horns, plus manual mixing machines for the teas.

The area is adorned with whimsical sculpture, and a large fiberglass cow awaits decoration;
the farm doesn’t contain any live cattle.

The winery encourages visitors to take a glass of wine into the field while perusing the
exhibits. They can also hear an audio tour on their iPhones.

The garden was designed by writer Jeff Cox and gardener Jeff Dawson, who earlier
installed demonstration gardens at two noted but now-closed sites, Fetzer and Copia.

Innovative education and glitz

Inside the visitor center and winery lie a cornucopia of activities and exhibits. A concierge
guides visitors to the attractions: One is a conventional tasting room, and visitors can view
the usual fermentation tanks and a barrel room offering barrel tasting.

Beyond that are:

* The Crystal Room, a dramatic space filled with examples of Baccarat crystal. It's also a
tasting site for the winery’s high-end Generations tier and other wines served from these
decanters, illustrating the impact on the wine of decanting;

« In the Blending Room, set up as a classroom and laboratory, guests can blend their own
Bordeaux-variety wine from four base wines, and for $100, take a bottle home. They can
also order additional bottles or cases of the blend;

* The Library Room offers sit-down vertical tastings of older wines;

* The Rutherford Room highlights Napa Valley’s 15 AVAs and regions, although Raymond
only grows grapes in three. The room is also used for wine and food pairings and blending
lessons;

« Down one hall, beakers dispense characteristic wine aromas with the squeeze of atomizer
bulbs, and examples of tactile sensations, including sharply authentic “pepper.”

« A retail shop.

The education exhibits and programs were designed by wine expert and author Karen

MacNeil, head of the wine center at the Culinary Institute of America.

The over-the-top crowning touch, however, is the private Red Room for club members.
With its bar, lounge, piano and player, billiards, velvet poker tables, Pac-Man, chess and
pinball room, visitors called it “reminiscent of Las Vegas’—or an 1890s New Orleans
bordello.

Red Room memberships are $500 per year or free to any guest who spends more than
$2,000 with Raymond Vineyards in one year. Members can drink and buy the exclusive
$150 Raymond Red Room wine. Current Raymond Wine Club members are grandfathered
in for the rest of this year.

ONLINEMARKETINGSYSTEM

Powered By Wines¥inesoas

Target the right
wineries for your
marketing

needs

e

The Industry Standard winery
marketing application

FREE LIVE DEMO »

VIEW VIDEO »

WineJobs.com

Search WineJobs.com

SEARCH JOBS

Latest Job Listings

Harvest Cellar Worker
Crozet, VA

Winemaking and Production
Tasting Room Help

Crozet, VA

Hospitality and Retail
Administrative/Custome...
New York, NY

General Administration and
Sales Representative F...
Houston And Austin, TX
Sales and Marketing

Wine Marketing Special...
Tarpon Springs, FL

Sales and Marketing
Demand Planning Analys...
Napa, CA

General Administration and
Marketing Coordinator

San Rafael, CA

Sales and Marketing
Marketing Coordinator
Oakville, CA

Sales and Marketing

Online Marketing Coord...
New York, NY

Sales and Marketing

Client Services Accoun...
Napa, CA

General Administration and

More Job Listings >>

Follow Us On:

1B

You

Subseribe Now!

M rine subseriber:
aceess to the current
hack '

1s5ues!

et full online

Contact

http://www.winesandvines.com/template.cfm?section=news&content=92903&htitle=Napa%27s%20Raymond%20Vineyards%201s%20Reborn&[10/4/2011 1:53:23 PM]


http://www.winesandvines.com/template.cfm?section=newsbriefs
http://www.winesandvines.com/template.cfm?section=newsbriefs
http://www.winesandvines.com/template.cfm?section=newsbriefs
http://www.winesandvines.com/template.cfm?section=newsbriefs
http://www.winesandvines.com/template.cfm?section=newsbriefs
http://www.winesandvines.com/template.cfm?section=newsbriefs
http://www.winesandvines.com/template.cfm?section=newsbriefs
http://www.winesandvines.com/template.cfm?section=calendar
http://www.winesandvines.com/template.cfm?section=calendar
http://www.winesandvines.com/template.cfm?section=departments_winereviews
http://www.winesandvines.com/template.cfm?section=features&content=92980&ftitle=Books%20by%20and%20About%20Eastern%20Vintners
http://www.winesandvines.com/template.cfm?section=features&content=92979&ftitle=Replacement%20Viticulture%20Is%20a%20Fact%20of%20Life
http://www.winesandvines.com/template.cfm?section=features&content=92979&ftitle=Replacement%20Viticulture%20Is%20a%20Fact%20of%20Life
http://www.winesandvines.com/template.cfm?section=features
http://www.winesandvines.com/directoryonline/index.cfm?dataReportWinery=1&lookupdata=1&entityid=556
http://www.winesandvines.com/directoryonline/index.cfm?dataReportWinery=1&lookupdata=1&entityid=5192
http://www.winesandvines.com/template.cfm?section=news&content=87213
http://www.winesandvines.com/buyersGuide/listing/the_culinary_institute_of_america_greystone_8446.html
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Wines-Vines/155534140573
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Wines-Vines/155534140573
http://twitter.com/WinesandVines
http://www.linkedin.com/companies/758439
http://www.linkedin.com/companies/758439
http://www.youtube.com/user/WinesandVines1919?feature=mhw5
http://www.winesandvines.com/../template.cfm?section=subscribe&product=marketingOMS
http://www.winesandvines.com/template.cfm?section=oms&demorequest
http://www.winesandvines.com/template.cfm?section=oms&demo
http://www.winebusiness.com/classifieds/winejobs/?ref=wv
http://www.winebusiness.com/classifieds/winejobs/?go=listing&listingId=56788&ref=wv
http://www.winebusiness.com/classifieds/winejobs/?go=listing&listingId=56787&ref=wv
http://www.winebusiness.com/classifieds/winejobs/?go=listing&listingId=56786&ref=wv
http://www.winebusiness.com/classifieds/winejobs/?go=listing&listingId=56785&ref=wv
http://www.winebusiness.com/classifieds/winejobs/?go=listing&listingId=56784&ref=wv
http://www.winebusiness.com/classifieds/winejobs/?go=listing&listingId=56770&ref=wv
http://www.winebusiness.com/classifieds/winejobs/?go=listing&listingId=56769&ref=wv
http://www.winebusiness.com/classifieds/winejobs/?go=listing&listingId=56768&ref=wv
http://www.winebusiness.com/classifieds/winejobs/?go=listing&listingId=56763&ref=wv
http://www.winebusiness.com/classifieds/winejobs/?go=listing&listingId=56761&ref=wv
http://www.winebusiness.com/classifieds/winejobs/?ref=wv
http://www.winesandvines.com/template.cfm?section=subscribe
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BhgWJNXKLTt_wPJWmjQTWu8WQA_Ta7dMBAAAAEAEggIbXEzgAUJT83KoBWIS4-ZETYMnmgYfIo6AZsgEVd3d3LndpbmVzYW5kdmluZXMuY29tugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAEC2gF2aHR0cDovL3d3dy53aW5lc2FuZHZpbmVzLmNvbS90ZW1wbGF0ZS5jZm0_c2VjdGlvbj1uZXdzJmNvbnRlbnQ9OTI5MDMmaHRpdGxlPU5hcGEncyUyMFJheW1vbmQlMjBWaW5leWFyZHMlMjBJcyUyMFJlYm9ybuABCMACAuACAOoCDm5ld3NSaWdodFNpZGU2-ALw0R6QA6wCmAOsAqgDAdAEkE7gBAGgBhQ&num=0&sig=AOD64_1sX4ETrvZmY8zI9B9q3uPCC3RCgQ&client=ca-pub-8643618575577733&adurl=http://www.winesandvines.com/template.cfm%3Fsection%3Dadvertise%26adinfomode%3Dadwithus

Wines & Vines - Wine Industry News Headlines - Napa's Raymond Vineyards Is Reborn

newspaper wine columnists Outdoor shaded gardens have picnic tables; rooms for private events and the JCB Lounge

READ with Boisset's French and Sonoma County wines complete the visitor amenities.
>

In the vineyard

Raymond replanted many vineyards in the last two years. Boisset brought in countryman
and Bordeaux specialist Philippe Melka as a consultant, and hired Stephanie Putnam from
30,000-case Far Niente as winemaker.

Many of the improvements were available to Raymond only because of “grandfather”
provisions in Napa County laws that continue “open” visitor privileges for established
wineries. Raymond does require appointments for many programs, however.

Time will tell how visitors react to the more flamboyant parts of Boisset’s innovation, but
Raymond’s educational exhibits and programs inside and out make it an attractive
destination for those who want to learn more about wine and Napa Valley, not just taste

wine.
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